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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $50 member, $70 couple, $30 junior or
associate, with a $10 discount for members
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter
electronically. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

News
Annual General Meeting Wednesday 11 April: Yes folks it’s THAT time of year again,
when everyone runs for the Pass... but we’ve got it covered! Come along and see how the
year has gone, listen to your Committee members discuss what they’ve done, (or intended
to do) and get involved in general business. If you would like to know about any of the
Committee positions please ask the President or Club Captain - all positions are open for
nominations. We will  be needing a Treasurer as Natasha has done the maximum of 4
years in the position. We rely on our members to keep the club running smoothly, but rest
assured you won’t automatically get a job by turning up! The AGM proceedings tend to be
speedy so there will still be plenty of time for club business and catch-up. The schedule for
the evening is as follows: doors open at 7.30 pm, club business will run from 7.50 pm to
8.10 pm and the AGM Proceedings will start at 8.10 pm sharp. Refreshments as per usual.
Plenty of comfy seating, and parking at the rear of building. See you there!
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A kea  on  the  Rome  Ridge  to  Avalanche
Peak trip. Photo: Markus Milne

http://www.ctc.org.nz/


Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening
or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is   about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. For a map go
to  www.ctc.org.nz and click the  Social  Calendar link.  A variety of social  functions are
organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If  you can give a
presentation  or  have  ideas,  please  phone  Kay  Taylor  03-3584580  or  email
kaytaylor30@xtra.co.nz. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $20 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Bernhard Parawa, ph. 337 3125. Note: club
gear  assigned to  you is  your  responsibility;
please take care of it. Please put tents inside
your pack.  Tents attached to  the outside of
your  pack  can  be  easily  punctured  when
bush bashing or even lost. This may result in
serious  damage  to  your  bank  account!
Please air and dry tents after taking them on
a trip even if  they are not used, and report
any damage to the gear custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free
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Wednesday 28 February

Newsletter  Folding  Evening:  Newsletter  folding,  and  a  general  catch-up  with
refreshments as per usual. Lightning talk tonight: Lorraine is talking about the CTC trip
she  led  to  Nelson  Lakes  before  Christmas.  Lorraine,  Barry,  Zack,  Rose  and  Kate
completed the Travers/Sabine/Mt Angelus loop, with a "rest" day to Blue Lake. Great
scenery and fantastic weather.  Also some impressive earthquake damage from flying
boulders in the Blue Lake region.

Saturday 3 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Port  Robinson  Walkway:  An  attractive  coastal  walk  in  North
Canterbury  between  the  Hurunui  River  mouth  and  Gore  Bay.
Fairly easy walking with minimal height gain along varied terrain
that includes sandy beaches, eroded sea cliffs, headlands, rural
terraces  and  regenerating  bush.  The  northern  section  of  the
walkway from Gore Bay to Port Robinson is tidal and will involve
walking along a shingle beach and over rocks: strong footwear
needed. Depending on tide times, the trip will start at either Gore
Bay or the Hurunui River mouth. Approx 10kms, 4 to 5 hours. Trip
will involve a car shuffle

Grade: Easy

Closes: 1 Mar

Map: BV26 

Approx: $25

Weekend 3-4 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Hamilton Hut: We drive to the start of the walk at Harper village,
leave the  cars  at  the  car  park  and walk  up  the  river  valley  to
Hamilton hut. This is a modern DOC hut which sleeps 20 and has
room for tents too. We can’t  guarantee a bunk for the night so
bring a tent if you can. There is running water inside the hut. Great
views from the balcony .This would be a great trip for someone
just starting on weekend trips. Its basically a flat 17.5 km walk up
the  valley  (which  we  will  take  at  a  leisurely  pace)  with  river
crossings. You will get wet feet, theres no way to avoid that , but
most crossings are just ankle deep. A good way to use your river
crossing lessons if you went to any of the river crossing courses.
We stay at the hut Saturday night and relax/socialise and in the
morning return to the cars. Please contact the leader if you are
unsure  about  the  gear  you  will  need  to  bring  along.  8am
departure. Hut fees $15

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 22 Feb

Map: BW20 

Approx: $30 + hut 
fees
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Sunday 4 March 
Departure point: Caltex Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125 

Bell Tea series #3 Woolshed Hill & tarns: A steep climb up the
track from the Hawdon shelter car park, then out of the bush and
onto  the  scrubby  ridge  leading  up  to  the  tussock  tops.  If  the
weather and time permits we can proceed along the tops to the
tarn tucked in beside the bushline, before returning back down the
hill the way we came up.

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 1 Mar

Map: BV21 

Approx: $25

Wednesday 7 March

Everest Base Camp in Winter.:  Over New Year, club members Bill, Jonathan, Barry,
Josh, Andrew, and Andrew’s son David traveled to Nepal to trek to Everest Base Camp.
The 62 km trek starts at Lukla Airport , and usually takes 5 to 7 days to reach Base Camp
at 5,364m (17,600ft). With 50% less oxygen at EBC than at sea level, it’s a demanding
trek. (On the summit of Mount Everest at 8,848m, oxygen drops to 33%). The trip started
with Josh’s baggage going to Dubai instead of Nepal! (They don’t even start with the
same letter!)  Stomach upsets for everyone took their  toll  and the altitude and illness
meant only 3 people made it to EBC, though everyone got close. But the scenery was
fantastic, and going in the off-peak season meant far less trekkers, as around 40,000
people do this iconic trek each year. Tonight we’ll get to hear about their adventure, and
the rebuilding progress after the Earthquake. (And there is a cautionary tale about eating
chicken..)

Saturday 10 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt  Lyndon:  Mt  Lyndon  overlooks  Lake  Lyndon  just  beyond
Porters Pass. Starting from the south western end of the lake at
the Lodge, we climb up to a ridge and follow that to the summit at
1489m. Great views of the surrounding area. The return trip will
descend  to  a  low  saddle  and  then  follow  a  track  back  to  the
Lodge.

Grade: Easy Mod

Closes: 8 Mar

Map: BW21 

Approx: $20
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Weekend 10-11 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Lorraine Johns
lorraine.johns@gmail.com 

Mt Stuart  /  Mt  Stewart:  Mount  Stewart/Stuart,  weekend  10/11
March  (Friday  night  walk  in  required)  To  avoid  any  confusion
about which Mount Stewart/Stuart in Arthurs Pass is the objective
for this trip, we will aim to climb both peaks. On the Friday night
we will walk into camp on grassy flats near the Crow-Waimakariri
confluence. On Saturday we will get up early and attempt Mount
Stewart from the Crow River, via the east face (dropping off the
north-east ridge to do so), before walking out to spend Saturday
night at the CTC Hut in Arthurs Pass Village. On Sunday we will
attempt Mount Stuart via the Pegleg Creek Route, descending via
Hills Peak. Mount Stewart will be the primarily objective, and will
be attempted on the Sunday instead if conditions require. Please
feel free to ask the trip leader if you have any questions about the
difficulty of these routes. It is unlikely ice axe and crampons will be
required, but an assessment of conditions will be made the week
of the trip. It is also unlikely a rope will be required for either peak,
though we may take one anyway. The trip will be rescheduled if
the forecast is poor.

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes: 1 Mar

Map: BV20 

Approx: $35

Wednesday 14 March

Graeme Kates  -  Tramping  and  Mountaineering  in  Arthur’s  Pass  National  Park:
Tonight we have the Senior Ranger for DOC at Arthur’s Pass National Park, Graeme
Kates,  to  talk  to  us.  Graeme is  a  well-known mountaineer  and long-time resident  of
Arthur’s Pass and he’s written the NZAC Mountaineering Guidebooks for the Park. With 2
decades of exploring and climbing in the area, I’ve asked Graeme to talk about some of
his favorite alpine traverses and alpine areas. He’ll also talk about some of the work he’s
involved in for DOC. Come along and meet Graeme and enjoy an evening of armchair
mountaineering.

Weekend 17-18 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925 

Nina River - Mt Boscawen - Lake Christabel: Leave Friday night
to stay at the Deerstalkers hut. On Saturday we start with a nice
cruisey walk up the Nina River to Top Nina Biv. From there we are
off track and make our way up river and onto the ridge leading to
Mt  Boscawen  (1780m)  and  then  rejoin  a  track  down  to  Lake
Christabel.Spend the night at the hut watching the sun set over
the lake. On Sunday we climb a good track and return via Brass
Monkey biv and the Lewis tops.

Grade: Moderate+

Closes: 8 Mar

Map:  

Approx:
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Sunday 18 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Cass  Saddle  Hut:  We  park  at  the  Cass  car  park  and  head
upriver, so there will be wet feet. After a while we’re into the bush
and  climb  above  the  riverbank.  Nothing  too  strenuous  and
frequent breaks make the trip more fun. We carry on up to the
Cass saddle hut for a look inside and then on to the top of the
saddle for lunch and the lovely views . We will even be able to see
Hamilton hut in the bush way down below us. Return by the same
track  and  wet  feet  again  back  to  the  cars  and  then  coffee  at
Springfield. This isnt a hard trip but we may be back home a little
latish.

Grade: Easy Mod

Closes: 15 Mar

Map: BV21 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 21 March

Te Araroa Trail - South Island (Part Two): Tonight Stefan Fairweather is talking about
his journey on NZ’s ’The Long Pathway". Last December he talked to the club about
hiking the North Island section, and tonight he covers his experiences on the Te Araroa
Trail in the South Island.

Weekend 24-25 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond
02108414764

mbahammond@hotmail.com

Double hut: We leave town and travel to the Clent hills. Park near
Jacobs stream and follow the Te Aroroa trail past Lake Emily to
Manuka hut for lunch. After lunch follow the TA past Manuka lake
and Seagull lake to Double Hut. We stay the night there either in
tents (bring one if you have it) or in the hut if theres room. Its only
a 6 berth hut so no guarantees of a spot inside. Sunday morning
after breakfast and coffee we either return the same way or follow
the Double hut track back to the road. This would work best with a
car shuttle but can be done with extra walking back to the car/s.
This  is  a  straight  forward  trip  with  no  particular  height  gain,
possibly 10 -15 km walking each day.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 15 Mar

Map: BX19 

Approx: $25 + Hut 
Fees

Weekend 24-25 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Eric Skea skea.eric@gmail.com

Pfeifer Biv Mt Pfeifer:  A trip close to the road but with a real
back-country feel. You start at the Deception swing bridge on the
Highway 73, follow Paratu stream up to Waharoa Saddle before
climbing to the tops on a cut route. Then easy tussock tops are
followed to Pfeifer Biv which has good camping beside it. Day 2 is
a little harder,  up and around Mt Pfeifer before descending the
long spur to Lake Kaurapataka. Some bush bashing required. The
track is then followed back to the road. A good trip with lots of
variety and great views

Grade: Moderate+

Closes: 15 Mar

Map: BV20 BV21
BU20

Approx: approx $40
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Sunday 25 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Curry  Track/Stoney  Bay  Peak:  Starting  next  to  the  Akaroa
Heritage Park on Long Bay Road, we follow Curry Track through
the Purple Peak/Curry Reserve, a mix of regenerating bush and
open grassland, over Browntop Saddle ( 610m ). From the edge of
the Hinewai  Reserve,  it  is  up to  Purple Peak Saddle, then the
Summit Track takes us up to Stoney Bay Peak ( 806m ) for some
great views over Akaroa Harbour and Otanerito Bay. Return trip
will  go  down Purple Peak Track,  then Woodills  Track  takes us
back  to  the  Akaroa  Heritage  Park.  Round  trip  approx.  14kms,
600m height gain.

Grade: EasyMod

Closes: 22 Mar

Map: BY25 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 28 March

Newsletter Folding Evening: Newsletter folding and Lightning talk: Tonight Bill Johnson
is  talking  about  the  Waitangi  weekend  CTC trip  to  climb  Tapuae-o-Uenuku  from the
Clarence  River.  Come along  for  a  good  view  of  this  rocky  ascent  (and  tent  sites!).
General catch-up with refreshments as per usual.

Saturday 31 March 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Storm: Mt Storm, 1254m is at the southern end of Lees Valley.
From the end of Snowdale Road, follow a farm track alongside the
Whistler  River,  then  ascend  one  of  the  eastern  ridges  to  the
summit.  Great  views  over  Lees  Valley  and  Puketeraki  Range.
Return trip will follow a spur next to Snowdale Stream, back to the
cars. Height gain 800m, round trip approx 12kms.

Grade: Easy

Closes: 29 Mar

Map: BW22 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 4 April Club Night

Nepal Part One - Annapurna Circuit:  During December 2017 and January this year,
club members Bryce, Natasha, Antony, Alison, Richard and Susan spent 31 days trekking
in the Annapurna Region. This is the first of their talks on their trip. Tonight’s talk will
feature  their  trek  on  the  Annapurna  Circuit,  from Besisahar  to  Gorepani  via  5416-m
Thorung La.
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Wednesday 11 April Club Night

The  CTC  Annual  General  Meeting:  Yes  folks  it’s  THAT time  of  year  again,  when
everyone runs for the Pass... but we’ve got it covered! Come along and see how the year
has gone, listen to your Committee members discuss what they’ve done, (or intended to
do) and get involved in general business. If you would like to know about any of the
Committee positions please ask the President or Club Captain - all positions are open for
nominations. We will be needing a Treasurer as Natasha has done the maximum of 4
years in the position. We rely on our members to keep the club running smoothly, but rest
assured you won’t automatically get a job by turning up! The AGM proceedings tend to
be  speedy  so  there  will  still  be  plenty  of  time  for  club  business  and  catch-up.  The
schedule for the evening is as follows: doors open at 7.30 pm, club business will run from
7.50 pm to 8.10 pm and the AGM Proceedings will start at 8.10 pm sharp. Refreshments
as per usual. Plenty of comfy seating, and parking at the rear of building. See you there!

Saturday 14 April 
Departure point: Z Station Papanui

Leader: Andrew Tromans 337-3925
atromans@gmail.com

Craigieburn Traverse: Knock off the entire Craigieburn range in a
day.  32.5km  from  Porter  heights  ski  field  access  road  to
Grassmere road with about 2800m accumulated height gain. We
start before dawn to do the initial climb before the heat of the day
hits, then we cruise along the ridge line summiting all the peaks on
the ridge. Bring plenty of water. Only masochists need apply.

Grade: Hard

Closes: 12 Apr

Map: BW21 
BW20 

Approx: $30

Wednesday 18 April Club Night

Nepal Part Two - Annapurna Base Camp: Tonight’s talk is on trekking by Alison, Bryce,
Natasha and Susan to Annapurna Base Camp. At 8,091 m, Annapurna is the world’s
tenth highest mountain. Although the first peak over 8000 m to be climbed (by Maurice
Herzog in 1950) it is amongst the most technically difficult and dangerous to climb.

Multi day trip 11-19 June 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

YOU’RE INVITED: Tour du Mont Blanc Trek 2018 - A trip of a
lifetime:  Nestled  among  arguably  the  most  stunning  alpine
scenery in Europe, the Tour du Mont Blanc trail is a must-do 9-11
day tramp that’s worthy of a high rank on your bucket list. Winding
through the picturque alps of Switzerland, France and Italy, this
170 km trek is an amazing experience you will  never forget.  If
tramping  sometime next  June  -  July  with  other  CTC members
through  unbelievable  postcard  views  tickles  your  adventurous
juices, please send me a quick email to bazzaman7@gmail.com
and  I’ll  send  you  further  information.  Numbers  are  limited,  so
please reply ASAP. Here’s a short video that will give you a taste
of  what  you  could  expect  to  experience  on  the  Tour  du  Mont
Blanc, https://youtu.be/mIyAqOFBM70

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 31 May

Map:  

Approx: $TBA
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Trip Reports

13-14 January 2018

Celtic Peak rock slog

Celtic Peak 13-14 January 2018 

Andrew Tromans, Bernhard Parawa, Jeff Hall, Adam Stepanek, Fiona Mackenzie 

This was billed as a moderate trip and I thought it would be a good way to complete the
two remaining days I needed to join the CTC. Our trip leader (Andrew) had not been here
before, but had heard from someone else (who?!) that this would be ‘a good winter trip.’
But we were now doing it in the middle of summer, and for those who saw the movie
‘Touching the Void’, the terrain was like the rocky moraine which Joe Simpson crawled
down, with broken leg. Fortunately no-one broke their leg, although that wouldn’t have
surprised me... 

A brief synopsis of the trip: The five of us left town on Friday night in Bernhard’s trusty
truck,  camping out  in  a  DOC campsite  near  Twizel,  ready for  an  early  start  Saturday
morning. Next day we drove quite a way up the Ahuriri valley, parking the truck at the start  
of the track which goes over to Top Dingle Hut (in the Dingle Burn). The plan was to drop
our heavy packs at Top Dingle Hut, then climb Celtic Peak  2198m, across the valley on
the Huxley Range, possibly doing a loop off the back of the peak and back down the main
valley to  the  hut  (No time for  this,  we returned the  same way).  We’d stay  in  the  hut
Saturday night and have a leisurely return to Christchurch on Sunday. It doesn’t look much
on the map, but it turned out to be quite a trip. 

It was a full three hour workout to go up, then steeply down to Top Dingle Hut, and this
was merely getting us into position. We had an early  lunch at the hut, dropped some gear
(the hut was luckily empty) and set off across the valley by the most direct route: up a
tributary of the Dingle Burn, in the general direction of the summit. The peak itself was
tantalizingly tucked in behind a right leaning basin. 

To cut a long story short, we were on the go the whole time, and didn’t get back to the hut
until 9pm, a solid 12 hour day involving bush bashing, river crossing, rock bashing and
snow travel, with great stoicism shown by all, especially our leader who was soaked at one
point. A lesser mortal would have cried for his mother. Bush bashing up the tributary was
relatively enjoyable, at least compared to the purgatory of what came next. We followed
the river as closely as we could through the bush, until it simply disappeared under a giant
mass of rock, not to be seen again . Was this a terminal moraine, a rock slide…. what? 

Minutes stretched into hours as we slogged away up towards the snow. Similar to climbing
up ‘garbage gully’ from the Tasman Glacier, except that this wasn’t a glacier. It was simply
an  entire  valley  filled  with  rock,  presumably  from the  weathering  and  collapse  of  the
mountains all around us. It was only on our descent that we noticed car sized boulders in
the bush that we’d walked past on the way up, without really considering how they’d got
there. Clearly they had trundled from the other side of the valley, continuing up ‘our’ side
and into the bush…surely spectacular when it happens. 

We eventually slogged up to the summit ridge beyond the snow. (I had walking poles but
no axe, but I’d bring one next time. The rocky runout is potentially unpleasant.) We were all
quite tired by now and I am un- embarrassed to say that almost by consensus, we simply
sat down on the top rocky crest to enjoy the last of the  sun and to gird our loins for the
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descent, happy in the knowledge that the fittest member of our party (Jeff) was on his way
up to plant the flag for the rest of us. This took only about 15 minutes from where we were
and by the time we had descended the snow, we were all together again and plodding
down the rock field, looking forward to reaching the water again and to getting through the
bush before dark. This we did, reaching the hut around 9pm. Hurrah for summer daylight. 

Up and over the next morning, back to the car, and to Fairlie for a pie, which we had all
been fantasizing about. I experienced a bit of thigh twanging for a couple of days back in
town, but as usual, the good company and the simple pleasure of being away from it all
made this trip well worthwhile. And hats off to Bernhard for driving, it’s a long way to go on
a Friday night. Anyone wanting to do this trip….maybe do it in winter, it’s probably a whole
different experience!

28 January 2018

An electrifying Aicken-Blimit traverse

14.6 km km and 1500 m total ascent over 11 hours.  

Firstly, a couple of points: (a) this trip is slightly misnamed since it doesn’t actually pass
over Mt Aicken; and (b) I did (nearly) this trip in June 2005 with Doug Forster, when our
11.5 km route took us 8 hours.  I remember it being the most exposed trip I had done till
that time.  Against Doug’s desires we had ducked around and below the last bit of ridge
prior  to  Blimit  because I  wasn’t  game to traverse it.  And the final  climb to  Blimit  still
remains my scariest tramping experience (and that includes my infamous Rakaia Spurs
incident).  So I was interested to find out how I would do nearly thirteen years on. 

The weather forecast was for hot, calm conditions with a risk of afternoon thunderstorms,
so Eric decided that we would depart from the Russley Caltex station at 6 am in order that
the main climb would be in cooler conditions and that we would not be still on the tops if it
rained.  

After determining that Mariusz had slept in and wasn’t coming, five of us set off from the
station in Rachelle’s car.  Opposite the Sheffield pie shop, Eric decanted into Max’s car
and we drove straight to the Devils Punchbowl car park (apart from a short visit to the AP
loos). 

By 8:15 am, we were climbing Mt Aicken Track, for the most part in the shade of the bush
or in the shadow cast by Pt 1844 m (aka to CTCers as Mt Karen), but eventually we had to
stop to apply sun screen.  We arrived at Pt 1844 m at 11:10 am, the 1070 m ascent having
taken a bit under three hours. By now it was hot, calm and shadeless.  Half an hour later
we found some shade in a col just north of Pt 1863 m, the junction of the ridge to Mt
Aicken proper, so took the opportunity for a half-hour first lunch. 

After climbing out of the col and onto an unmarked knob of about 1830 m, we came to the
first obstacle of our trip – a 30-metre step that required careful down climbing, in pairs, due
to loose rock.  Markus and Max led the way, while Eric scrambled down to a plinth that
gave him a better view for photography.  Then came Rachelle and Susan, with Eric and
me last to descend.  

For the next couple of hours the progress was relatively unimpeded, over the black bulk of
argillitic Pt 1832 m, into a deepish col (where we watched a couple of rock wrens working
the rocks) and then along a ~1 km section of ridge that climbed gradually,  with a few
bumps, to a ~1860-m point at the very north end of the eastern side of Devils Punchbowl
valley.  It was here that “the fun” (as it was described by Markus) began.  Ahead of us lay a
~500 m stretch of narrow ridge to Blimit, with c.a. 100-metre exposure both to the north
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and south and dissected by two ~30-metre cols. 

Let me point out here that Markus, Eric and Rachelle have all  done (some to a lot of)
formal climbing and that Max is (well) Max.  Susan says she has done some climbing, but
a long time ago in the UK.  And I have not had any training in the techniques of rock
climbing.  Let me also remind you that, on my previous trip here, I had skirted around the
northern base of this ridge because I had been too scared to take on the ridge.  This time it
was to be different. 

The first challenge was the down-climb into the eastern col, which wasn’t too bad.  Much
more daunting was the climb out of the col and onto the first section of really narrow ridge. 
My frame of mind was not helped by Markus and Eric climbing, spider-like, straight up the
wall in front of us.  Fortunately, Max showed us a way around a narrow ledge on the north
side.  Though slower than that others, Susan and I made reasonably confident progress
along the ridge.  The rock was generally not too crumbly and there were plenty of steps
and handholds if you looked closely enough (or had them pointed out for you).  It took us
about half an hour to carefully negotiate the ~150 m to the western col, where the down-
climb had a somewhat more intimidating appearance than the earlier one.  But again, by
looking closely and being guided by others, it turned out to be not too bad.

Next was the climb onto the final
section of the ridge before Blimit. 
By now, I  think that Susan and I
were starting to feel pretty happy
about things, and we agreed that
we  were  actually  enjoying
ourselves.  (In retrospect, my fear
had been that the climbers would
lead us to a point where I was not
comfortable  to  go  either  up  or
down, but they were actually very
kind  and  supportive,  so  it  never
came  to  that.)  By  3:40  pm,  we
were on a flat section of the ridge,
no more  than 150 m from Blimit
itself,  where we decide to take a
quarter-hour second-lunch break. 

After  this  second  lunch,  we
traversed a short section of ridge
that  was  very  narrow  but
composed  of  sturdy  and  secure
rock, to a low saddle at the base
of  the  slabby  eastern  face  of
Blimit.  This  is  the  point  where  I
had been genuinely  scared back
in 2005, but now it didn’t look too
bad at all.  The climbers motored
on up the slab, while Susan and I
picked  our  way  up  more  slowly
and  cautiously.  By  4:15  pm,

exactly 8 hours after leaving the cars, we were gathered at 1921 m, the highest point of
the traverse. 
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Getting closer to Blimit. Photo: Eric Skea



During  the  afternoon  the  sky  had been  getting  progressively  cloudier,  which  provided
welcome relief from the heat of the sun.  Since second lunch, however, those clouds had
become menacingly  darker  and  there  were  rolls  of  thunder  all  around  us.  On  Blimit
summit,  Eric suddenly declared that we should not linger because Rachelle’s hair was
standing on end.  So off we headed, briskly down the ridge towards Mt Cassidy.  As we
descended, Markus and I could feel the hairs on our arms pulsing.  At the same time there
was a distinct buzzing noise (which I retrospectively think might have been emanating from
the aluminium poles strapped to my pack).  Clearly there was a lot of static building up and
we were disconcertingly higher than anything around us.  Max, up front, was indistinctly
saying  something  about  descending  to  the  low point  on  the  ridge ahead  of  us  when
Markus suddenly bolted off  to our right and raced down a scree slope to Bills  Basin.  
Unsurprisingly the rest of us followed in short order. 

By the time we got to Bills Basin tarn, it was pouring with rain and bolts of lightning were
striking not far away -- but the hair-standing and buzzing had stopped.  I was not at all
prepared to use my aluminium poles to aid my descent (I have wrecked knees), so as the
hail started to pelt down, I fell behind the others racing down to Lockwood Shelter.  There
we found genuine and comfortable shelter from the storm (in Bob’s words) in the building
warmed by the earlier sun of the day. 

After about half an hour, the thunder having stopped and the rain nearly so, we headed off
down the ski-field track.  The sun re-emerged and it became very hot and sticky.  Now able
to use my poles, I manged to keep up with the others and we emerged onto SH73 at 6:25
pm.  Rather than walk down the road, we popped through a narrow curtain of bush to the
relatively  new  and  well-formed  Arthurs  Pass  Walking  Track.  15  minutes  later  we  re-
crossed SH73 onto the Bridal Veil Track and 35 minutes later still, we were back at the
cars, almost exactly 11 hours after we had left them. 

To  complete  our  day,  we  dropped  into  the  Bealey  Pub  where  we  enjoyed  assorted
beverages and substantial dinners (except for Max, who had a toasted sandwich).  Max
then headed back to Timaru by himself, while the rest of us piled into Rachelle’s car for a
safe and unremarkable trip home. 

This was a really great trip.  Susan and I were very pleased that we were able to follow our
more competent colleagues, albeit at a substantially slower pace, and I was interested to
find that the gnarliest bits weren’t too bad.  It took us three hours longer than Doug and I
had taken in 2005, but in the earlier trip we had gone round (rather than over) the slowest
bits, had taken the more direct descent route over Mt Cassidy, had not been holed up by a
thunderstorm and had been 13 years younger than we are now.  

Thanks to Eric for organising and leading the trip, for Rachelle and Max for driving, and for
everyone for being patient and supportive of those of us less competent on rock. 

  

For more photos see here

2-4 February 2018

The Lewis Tops

Waitangi Day promised a long weekend for those who could take Monday off work, and
there were several trips on offer to take advantage of this. 

Some of us weren’t fortunate enough to be able to take leave on the Monday, so Barry
started planning a private trip to the Lewis Tops over the normal weekend. This became an
official club trip, and the plan was to leave on Friday night to camp at the Boyle DOC
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campsite, about 14 km from the start of the walk. The extra night camping would make it
seem like we’d had a long weekend. We would walk up to the big tarn, pitch the tents and
leave the heavy gear behind, and then explore along the tops as far as we liked, with the
possibility of climbing the Apprentice and Lucretia. 

Barry, Lorraine, Monika, and I set off on Friday night in an extremely loaded car – lucky we
didn’t have a 5th person. We picked up fish and chips in Redwood on the way out of
Christchurch because there were some doubts expressed about getting them in Amberley,
and Culverden was deemed too far away. We then made our way to the Boyle campsite,
arriving just as it was getting dark. The tents were quickly pitched and we retired for the
night. 

The morning was cloudy and after we packed up the tents there was a very light drizzle
falling – not terribly encouraging. Josh, Natasha, and Sarah were leaving Christchurch in
the morning and were to meet us at the campsite at 08:30, so we loaded up the car and
drove out to the road to await their arrival. Just as well we did, because soon we saw
Josh’s car whiz past at speed – clearly there had been some miscommunication about the
meeting place and he was headed for the start point of the tramp. We set off after them
and pretty soon we were all loaded up and ready to walk. 

The light drizzle continued as we walked, but in the forest it didn’t bother us too much. As
we cleared the bushline and headed up to the tops the drizzle dried up, but it was quite
cold and windy. After a while we spotted three trampers coming up behind us at a fairly
brisk pace. As they caught up with us, it turned out that Lorraine knew one of them, and
Josh knew another one. What are the odds? They walked with us for a short while, but
they were on a mission, and clearly much faster than us, so before long they were off into
the distance. We saw them much later in the day on their ascent of Mt Technical. 

After about two and a half hours we reached our first objective, the big tarn, but as it was
quite windy and exposed we decided not to camp there but to carry on and find a more
sheltered spot. We stopped for lunch along the way and eventually found ourselves at the
end of the ridge on Pt 1580. A steepish descent from this placed us in the head of the Deer
Valley,  under  Mt  Technical  and  The  Apprentice.  This  area  is  criss-crossed  with  little
streams, and eventually we located a large dry area close to running water, and set up our
camp there. It was certainly better than the original plan where the only water was from the
tarn – not a terribly appealing prospect. 

With the camp established, we left all the heavy gear behind and set up with much lighter
loads to climb The Apprentice. At 1678m it’s only 210m higher than the camp, so it wasn’t
going to be a major effort. All we needed to do was to find a route, and that wasn’t terribly
difficult. By this time the sun was breaking through the clouds and it was a pleasant climb
to the summit where the views were just  stupendous.  From the summit we could see
Lucretia just a short distance along the ridge, so we thought we might as well visit her as
well. 
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Passing under the rocks along the ridge to Lucretia, Lorraine decided that it was probably
a good time to wear her new helmet. She’d been looking for a reason, and this was it.
Shortly after that unzipped my front pack to take out the camera, took a step forward,
stumbled, and watched the camera rolling down the mountainside. The screen went off in
a separate direction to the body and lens, so it wasn’t looking great, but at least everything
stopped just before going right over the edge where it would have been irretrievable. I
clambered down to fetch the remains, and immediately saw the lens pointing out to the
side. When I turned it on it did actually start and it can still take photos, although with the
broken lens they are very blurry, as you can see from the photo I took of Lorraine taking a
photo of me retrieving the camera. Lorraine is always there with her camera at my crucial
moments – falling into the bog, dropping the camera down the mountain. I  think she’s
staying close in case I have an interesting mishap. 

We carried on to  Lucretia  for  more stunning views,  and then we headed back to  the
campsite via a slightly different route . I was now taking photos on my phone, and some of
them turned out surprisingly good. With all the walking done for the day, we were able to
relax in the sun for a while before dinner. After eating we explored the area around the
tents a bit, but the sun dropped behind the mountains at about 19:30 and it got cold quite
quickly. By 20:00 we declared ourselves cold and tired, and retired to bed – still an hour of
daylight left! I tried reading for a while, but I didn’t last long. 

It wasn’t a terribly cold night, but the nor’west wind came up a bit around 06:00 so it was a
slightly chilly start to the day. At least it was drier than Saturday had been, so we had a
good breakfast and packed up everything for the return trip. There was a bit of a slog up
the side of Pt 1580, but after that it was just undulating along the tops before the final
descent back to the cars. We stopped in Culverden on the way back to refuel with burgers,
fish & chips, ice cream, and whatever goodies we fancied, and to reflect on an excellent
trip. 

The walkers were Barry Watson (Leader), Natasha Sydorenko, Joshua Johnson, Monika
Bratownik, Lorraine Poole, Sarah McRae, and John Kerkhofs (scribe and photographer)
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Barry on the ridge just below the summit. Photo: John Kerkhofs



11 February 2018

Lagoon Saddle shelter

Last  sunday  a  group  of  13  went  to  Lagoon  saddle  shelter.  This  was  a  rearranged
destination after the intended trip to Cass saddle was postponed due to the strength of the
river crossings we would have had to do. After a quick conference lagoon saddle shelter
was  the  new  target.  After  a  pre  tramp  briefing  we  headed  off  up  the  track  to  our
destination. The rain was falling most of the time as we climbed up through the bush. A
suggestion was made that the Bealey hut would be a great target for the day but as its
only 250m from the car park we decided to trudge on. Morning tea was taken in the bush
and we carried on up to the top of the bush. Once we got out into the open we noticed the
rain  had  reduced  considerably  and  that  the  mist  was  hanging  around  spoiling  the
wonderful  views you get on a clear day. We continued on along the side of Mt Bruce
through some sloppy ground but nothing too serious. Reaching the shelter was welcome
as we knew it would be dry and shelter from the rain. Chris decide to go across the creek
to the hut and took Sophie and Katie with him. The rest of us squeezed into the shelter
and had lunch amid chatter and laughter. After lunch we regrouped and began the trip
home. The climb back to the top wasnt too bad and as we travelled back along Mt Bruce
the views improved as the rain had almost gone and the mist was a bit lighter than the trip
up. We made very good progress on our homeward journey and were back at the cars in
no time at all, possibly spurred on by Chris’s desire for speed. Once back to the cars, a
quick change and the welcome journey to the Sheffield for snacks and liquid refreshments.

The trampers were, Rose, Kristy, Sally, Chris, Jonathan, Chris, Katie, Sophie , Eli, Aaron,
Craig, Emma (photographer) and Michael scribe and trip leader.
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Lagoon Saddle Shelter. Photo: Emma Rogers



More about the CTC

CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We recommend you start with Karen Tait, 027 545 7404, or Jonathan Carr, 022 034 4608.
Then try the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact can be made then the
Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on  www.ctc.org.nz.  Members
(particularly Trip Leaders) please discuss this arrangement with your loved ones so they
are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 03 358 9125

Vice President: Shaun Wong 021 234 6847

Secretary: David Selway 021 135 4656

Treasurer:
Natasha 
Sydorenko

0223140684

Club Captain: Alan Ross 384-6425

New Members 
Rep:

Joshua Johnson 0278865868

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Elizabeth Eadon 027 952 2315

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Shaun Wong 021 234 6847

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Noel Walker 03 3764453

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Andrew Tromans 337-3925

Social 
Convenor:

Kay Taylor 03358-4580

Gear Custodian: Bernhard Parawa 337 3125

Editor: Eric Skea 021 0247 5473

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 22 March 2018 – Thanks.
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